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Welcome to Art Junction and our first newsletter!

We offer a number of services at Art Junction including sessions for pre-schoolers, after school activities, parties, DIY party packs, holiday activities and public events. We are also available for whole school workshop days and are currently working on setting up a series of ‘Taster Workshops for Adults’ to be followed by longer courses in 2008.

In the first few newsletters we will profile one of the services. In this our first edition we look at the after school activities.

The after school clubs are about much more than just the ‘art’. The sessions are designed to give the children the opportunity to develop some basic skills such as pencil control and cutting but the relaxed environment provides much more than this.
We aim to develop social and communication skills. This comes from being in mixed groups and meeting children from other classes, and also because we use every opportunity to talk to the children, not just regarding the project for that session, but about all sorts of things, where they are going on holiday, what they have been doing at school, about our own families etc.

Self esteem and confidence comes from praising them on the work they are doing, and going beyond simply giving praise, to making time to listen to them telling us all about their work. We also encourage the children to help each other, to be complimentary of other pupils work, and to share their ideas.
Respect and courtesy are also high on our agenda, including asking others to pass items and not to stretch across each other and so forth. This also helps social and communication skills.

Design plays a very important part in our sessions. This helps the children to think for themselves, to plan and follow a sequence of steps to achieve the completed project.
They are encouraged to analyse their own and others work but without criticism.

Above all the work that the children take home from the after school clubs is their own, their own ideas, (although they have usually seen a prototype to get them started), and they have completed the project with minimal assistance from the 
session leader. Again this serves to develop their confidence, self esteem and willingness ‘to have a go’ not just at art but other things too.

Finally ask any Art Junction pupil what our slogan is and they will tell you that in art ‘nothing is ever wrong just a change of design, and can’t is not in the Art Junction dictionary’! Once again encouraging problem solving, thinking and confidence building.

So when your child attends an Art Junction after school club you will know that we take an holistic approach and see this as much more than messyplay.

Parents can build on all of this by taking time to listen to their children talk about their piece of work, and taking the discussion further …such as after discussing the collage of an underwater scene, talk about the creatures of the sea, food chains, water cycles etc.

………………………………………………………………………………………

COMPETITION

WIN £25 WORTH OF ARTS AND CRAFTS MATERIALS

£1 TO ENTER

OR FREE WITH ANY PURCHASE

Entry forms available by e-mailing
 messyplay@artjunction.net 
or at any of our sessions



FOR SALE

T-shirts, polo shirts, sweatshirts and caps in white or blue

Protective Aprons

Stamp sets and stamp pads

Tissue paper bundles

For price list and to order your items, and details of how to advertise here  e-mail messyplay@artjunction.net or collect from any of our sessions.
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RECENT EVENTS





Saturday 9th June we had a successful afternoon at the Long Close School summer fair, with over 20 t-shirts decorated by the children. Thank you to Long Close School for inviting us again.





FORTHCOMING EVENTS





SATURDAY 16TH JUNE 


SOUTH HILL PARK, BRACKNELL 2-4PM





Art Junction will be running a stall at the NCTea Party 


Do join us and make a dingly dangly man!





SUMMER FUN





 ART JUNCTION


HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES





Details of the Family craft sessions and holiday activities for older children will be posted on the web site very soon along with booking details.





LIBRARY EVENTS 





ART JUNCTION WILL BE PROVIDING 


CRAFT ACTIVITIES ON THE THEME OF ‘THE JUNGLE’ AT MAIDENHEAD LIBRARY AND OTHER LIBRARIES IN THE AREA DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS





Details of dates and activities to follow shortly and will be available on the libraries web site and at � HYPERLINK "http://www.artjunction.net" ��www.artjunction.net�
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NEW!





Referral scheme and loyalty cards.





Ask your session leader for more details.











